
ABN 33 052 258 241 
Reg. No. A0004778J 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
Commencing 9:00am, Saturday 6 May 2023 

Wentworth Ballroom, Sofitel Sydney Wentworth Hotel, 61-101 Phillip Street, Sydney NSW 2000 

AGENDA 

(1) Welcome to Country

(2) Opening and welcome by the President

(3) Notice of Meeting

(4) Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 30 April 2022 (circulated herewith as Attachment A)

(5) Presentation by the Chief Executive Officer of the 2022 Annual Report, the Financial Statements 
of the Committee and the Independent Auditor’s Report thereon

(6) President’s Address

(7) Address by Anna Meares, Chef de Mission of the Australian Olympic Team for the Paris 2024 
Olympic Games

(8) Award of the Order of Merit

The AOC may confer the Order of Merit on a person who in the opinion of the Executive has achieved 

remarkable merit in the sporting world, either through personal achievement or contribution to the 

development of sport.

The Executive has conferred the Order of Merit on the following individuals:

    Kerry Stokes AC

    Andy Kay

    Steve Hooker OAM OLY

The Awards will be presented by the AOC President.

A commentary on each of the recipients is circulated herewith as Attachment B.

(9) Presentation: Green and Gold Runway Certificates

(10) General Business

MARYANN MUGGLESTON

Secretary

14 April 2023
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

held on Saturday, 30 April 2022, commencing at 9.00am 

at Sofitel Magnifique Ballroom of the Sofitel Sydney Darling Harbour, 

12 Darling Drive, Sydney 

1. Acknowledgement of Country

The CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER CEO), Matt Carroll AM introduced Uncle Allen 

Madden, Gadigal Elder Mith, who acknowledged the Traditional Owners of the Land. 

2. Opening and welcome by the President

The PRESIDENT, John Coates AC declared the meeting open. 

The PRESIDENT welcomed all present including: 

• President of the International Olympic Committee, Thomas Bach, and Kirsty Coventry,

Member of the International Olympic Committee and Chair of the Coordination

Commission for the Games of the XXXV Olympiad;

• Senator the Hon Richard Colbeck Minister for Sport;

• Life Members – Ronald Harvey CVO AM, Kevan Gosper AO, Geoff Henke AO,

Peter Montgomery AM OLY, Michael Wenden AM MBE, and Helen Brownlee AM

and Ian Chesterman AM, also in their capacity as Vice Presidents;

• CEO, Matt Carroll AM;

AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 
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• Dr John Hewson AM, Chairman of the Australian Olympic Foundation Investment

Advisory Committee (AOF IAC);

• Ken Wallace OAM OLY, Athletes’ Commission Deputy Chair, and other Athlete

Commission members;

• Indigenous Advisory Chair Patrick Johnson and Deputy, Danny Morseu;

• Danny Cunningham representing EY;

• The team from SportFive, Damien Moston, Managing Director – Australia/New

Zealand, and Martin Benson, Managing Director - Switzerland;

• Our newest voting member sport, Dancesport Australia, whose representatives for the

sport of Breaking are CEO, Dallas Williams and Breaking athlete, Lowe Napalan;

• Our newest Presidents appointed in the last year –

Swimming – Tracy Stockwell OAM 

Artistic Swimming – Ben Howard 

Athletics – Jan Swinhoe  

Basketball – John Carey  

Cycling – Craig Bingham 

Hockey – Ross Sudano  

Judo – Simon Read 

Wrestling – Andrew Kanatli 

Biathlon – Paul Cullen 

Ice Hockey – Grove Bennett 

• Representatives of the State Olympic Councils, State Olympic Advisory Groups and

the Australian Olympians Association;

• Special guest and Award recipients, Cedric Dubler, Dr Helen Nugent AC, Dr David

Hughes, Craig McLatchey OAM and Mr Chris Reason

• Observers; and

• Members of the media.

A record of those present is attached as Annexure “A” 

The PRESIDENT reported the apologies: 

• From the Executive, Cate Campbell OAM OLY, Athletes’ Commission Chair;

• From Life Members: Sir Donald Trescowthick AC KBE, Phil Coles AM, Doug

Donohue AM, and John Devitt AM;

• From our 1952 Olympic Champion Marjorie Jackson AC CVO MBE.

A full list of apologies was tabled and is attached as Annexure “B”. 

The PRESIDENT reported with sadness the passing during the year of the following 

Olympians: 

• Frank Brazier, Cycling, Melbourne 1956 and Rome 1960;

• Ric Mitchell, Athletics, Montreal 1976, Moscow 1980 (silver medallist) and Los

Angeles 1984;
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• Stephen Raskovy OAM, Wrestling, Tokyo 1964;

• Douglas Winston, Athletics, Melbourne 1956;

• Barbara Sargeant (nee Evans), Swimming, Melbourne 1956;

• Laurence Harding-Smith, Fencing, Melbourne 1956;

• Patrick Murray, Shooting, Barcelona 1992 and Atlanta 1996;

• Kathleen Partridge, Hockey, Seoul 1988 (gold) and Barcelona 1992;

• Bruce Flick, Basketball, Melbourne 1956;

• Graeme “Mick” Allan, Rowing, Rome 1960 and Tokyo 1964;

• Kevin Hallett, Swimming, London 1948;

• Jason Plummer, Swimming, Seoul 1988;

• Sidney Reginald “Reg” Marsh, Wrestling, Tokyo 1964 and Mexico City 1968;

• Barclay Wade, Rowing, Tokyo 1964;

• John Landy AC CVO MBE, Athletics, Helsinki 1952 and Melbourne 1956 (bronze

medallist);

• Dean Woods OAM, Cycling, Los Angeles 1984 (gold medallist team pursuit), Seoul

1988 (silver individual pursuit, bronze in team pursuit) and Atlanta 1996 (bronze

medal team pursuit); 

• Cliff (William) Sander, Football, Melbourne 1956;

• David Schumacher, Wrestling, Melbourne 1956;

• Sandra “Sandy” Pisani OAM, Los Angeles 1984 and Barcelona 1988 (gold medallist).;

and

The PRESIDENT also reported with sadness the passing of Alex Gilady, IOC Member in 

Israel, and great friend of the AOC and Australia. Attached is Annexure “C”, a letter from the 

IOC President concerning his contribution to the Olympic Movement. 

It is in respect and memory of all these colleagues that I would ask you to stand and observe a 

moment of silence. 

3. Notice of Meeting

Notice of the Annual General Meeting was given on 1 March 2022, being 60 days prior to the 

meeting as required under the Constitution. 

4. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 8 May 2021

The minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting, held 8 May 2021, were confirmed as a 

correct record and the President signed a copy as a true record. 

There was no business arising from the minutes. 

5. Presentation by Chief Executive Officer of the 2021 Annual Report, the

Financial Statements of the Committee and the Independent Auditor’s Report

The CEO’s address is attached as Annexure “D”. 
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It was RESOLVED that the 2021 Annual Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 

31 December 2021 and the Independent Auditor’s Report thereon be adopted. 

6. President’s Address

The President’s Address, and the AOF Chair’s report to the AOC Executive on 29 April 

2022, is attached as Annexure “E”. 

7. Amendments to the AOC Constitution proposed by the AOC Executive

The PRESIDENT outlined the proposed amendments to the AOC Constitution by reference 

to the Explanatory Memorandum (attached as Annexure “F”).   

It was RESOLVED, by 93 votes “For” to 0 “Against”, to amend the AOC Constitution, 

effective from 30 April 2022, as outlined in the Explanatory Memorandum (attached as 

Annexure “F”) – and as set out in the Constitution with changes highlighted (attached as 

Annexure “G”) and clean version (attached as Annexure “H”). 

8. Address by Thomas Bach, President of the International Olympic Committee,

Olympic Champion, Fencing, Montreal 1976

President Bach’s address is attached as Annexure “I”. 

9. Address by Chair of the Coordination Commission for the Games of the XXXV

Olympiad, Kirsty Coventry, Olympic Champion Swimming, Athens 2002,

Beijing 2008. 

Kirsty COVENTRY addressed the meeting, focussing on the 10-year journey to the Brisbane 

2032 Olympic Games and a vision for sustainability and placing athletes and sport at centre 

of the Games. Recognition was made of the calibre of the recently appointed OCOG Board 

with a special note of congratulations to Andrew Liveris AO as OCOG President. 

Ms Coventry expressed her gratitude to Mr Coates for his passion and contribution to the 

Olympic Movement and his provision of personal mentorship over many years. 

10. Award of the Cecil Healy Medallion

The PRESIDENT announced the inaugural winner of the Cecil Healy Award was Mr Cedric 

Dubler. The judges’ commentary on Mr Dubler’s entry is attached as Annexure “J”. Mr 

Dubler was presented with the Medallion by IOC President Thomas Bach. 

11. Award of the Order of Merit

The PRESIDENT announced that the AOC Executive had determined that the Order of Merit 

be conferred on Dr Helen Nugent AC (awarded in 2021), Dr David Hughes, and Craig 
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McLatchey OAM. A brief profile of each awardee is attached as Annexure “K”. The Awards 

were presented to the awardees by the President. 

12. The Harry Gordon CMG AM Memorial Award for Olympic Journalism

The PRESIDENT announced the winner of the Harry Gordon CMG AM Memorial Award 

for Olympic Journalism was Mr Chris Reason. The judges’ commentary on Mr Reason’s 

entry is attached as Annexure “L”. Mr Reason was presented with the Award by the 

President. 

13. Thank you to Helen Brownlee AM

The PRESIDENT addressed the meeting to recognise and provide special thanks to Helen 

Brownlee who is stepping down from the AOC Executive after 30 years of service. The IOC 

President presented Helen with a special commemorative memento of her service from the 

AOC. 

IOC President Thomas Bach, Ms Kirsty Coventry, and Senator the Hon Richard Colbeck left 

the meeting. The President thanked Mr Bach for his attendance and address to the meeting. 

14. Election of office bearers and the remaining elected members of the Executive

(a) Election of President

(i) The PRESIDENT noted there were two candidates:

Ian Chesterman AM nominated by Snow Australia; 

Mark Stockwell nominated by Swimming Australia. 

(ii) It was noted that as there was more than one delegate, voting was to be by an

exhaustive ballot process, with delegates to vote for their preferred candidate.

The candidate who receives an absolute majority of the votes would be elected

to office. As there were only two candidates, under the rules of the

Constitution, if neither candidate achieved an absolute majority in the ballot,

the Chair would have a casting vote to decide the issue. Voting was done

electronically.

(iii) The ballot was held and the PRESIDENT announced that Mr Chesterman had

received an absolute majority of formal votes cast, 67 votes v 26 votes, and

was accordingly elected to the office of President of the AOC.

Upon invitation form the President, both Mr Stockwell and Mr Chesterman made individual 

addresses to the meeting.  

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15pm. 

The meeting was re-opened at 12:30pm. 



7 

(b) Election of Vice Presidents

(i) The PRESIDENT noted there were only two candidates:

Matt Allen AM nominated by Australian Sailing; 

Evelyn Halls nominated by Australian Fencing Federation. 

(ii) It was noted that as the number of candidates for the positions as Vice-

Presidents did not exceed two, an exhaustive ballot was not required.

However, a voting process for the two nominees was still undertaken. Voting

was done electronically.

(iii) The ballot was held and the PRESIDENT announced that Mr Allen and Ms

Halls were duly elected to the office of Vice President of the AOC.

(c) Election of Executive Members

(i) The PRESIDENT noted there were nine candidates for seven positions.

The Hon Mark Arbib nominated by Athletics Australia; 

Alisa Camplin-Warner AM nominated by Snow Australia; 

Craig Carracher nominated by Volleyball Australia; 

Kitty Chiller AM nominated by Modern Pentathlon Australia; 

Michelle Cooper nominated by Triathlon Australia; 

Catherine Fettell nominated by Shooting Australia; 

Amy Jones nominated by Badminton Australia; 

Michael Murphy nominated by Gymnastics Australia; 

Elizabeth Scott OAM nominated by Swimming Australia; 

(ii) It was noted that as there were nine candidates for seven positions, voting was

to be by an exhaustive ballot process, with delegates to vote for their preferred

candidate. The candidate who received an absolute majority of the votes

would be elected to office.

(iii) The ballots for the election of seven members of the Executive was then

conducted. The details of the votes received by each candidate was announced

after each ballot. Where a candidate received an absolute majority of formal

votes cast, the announcement of such candidate being elected was confirmed.

(iv) The following candidates were elected as members of the Executive:

Mark Arbib; 

Alisa Camplin-Warner AM; 

Craig Carracher; 

Kitty Chiller AM OLY; 

Catherine Fettell; 

Michael Murphy OLY; 

Elizabeth Scott OAM OLY 
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15. General Business

There was no general business. 

The PRESIDENT thanked all those attending. 

The PRESIDENT declared the meeting closed at 1:30pm. 

Signed as a true and correct record of the meeting 

    16 May 2022 

JOHN COATES AC Dated 

President 
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AWARD OF THE ORDER OF MERIT 

Kerry Stokes AC 

Kerry Stokes is Chair of Seven West Media and has been an immense presence in Australian business 
over many decades. 

His business interests span media, construction, machinery, agriculture, property and other fields. He is 
lauded for his great generosity in philanthropy, particularly in the visual arts and military history. 

Kerry Stokes is also an extraordinarily devoted supporter of the Olympic movement in Australia, with the 
Seven Network pioneering its creative coverage of Olympic Games over many decades. 

Through his unstinting support for Australian Olympians and their endeavours, Kerry Stokes has ensured 
the Olympic flame has burned brightly in Australia, publicly declaring Olympians represented the best of 
Australia. 

His passion for the Games began in 1956 when he watched the Melbourne Games as a young man, 
glued to a television screen inside the Myer store in Bourke St, Melbourne. The young Kerry Stokes did 
not move from his spot on the footpath for many hours as he watched through the glass as Australia’s 
Chiller Porter competed in the high jump, ultimately claiming a silver medal. 

That passion and commitment later saw him compete as a talented runner in club athletics and 
ultimately, his storied career in business. 

In 2008 he was awarded an Olympic Order by the International Olympic Committee. 

Channel Seven’s long-standing commitment to the Olympic Games comes from the wellspring of Kerry 
Stokes’ personal zeal in supporting Olympians and allowing their stories to be shared with all Australians. 

***

Andy Kay 

Andy Kay has been the driving force behind Channel Seven’s coverage of the Olympic Games over 
many decades. 

In recent years as Head of Olympics for the Seven Network, Andy has provided expert guidance and 
assistance to the AOC to ensure the athletes and our Olympic sports have been showcased to 
Australians in the best possible way. 

In a 40 year television career which began in journalism in Adelaide, Andy has always understood the 
power of the Olympian’s stories and the profound impact the Olympian journey can have on our 
understanding of the competition itself and each event’s theatre and drama. 



Andy’s capacity to merge the power of storytelling with the changes in broadcast technology to enhance 
the Olympic experience for viewers has been critical. The record-breaking 

ratings on free to air terrestrial TV and digital channels at the Tokyo 2020 Games held in 2021 provided 
the Olympic movement with an unprecedented opportunity to tell its compelling story to all Australians. 

Evidence of his understanding of Australian television audiences can equally be traced back to the 
Sydney 2000 Games where the quality of the broadcast of the competition itself was complemented by 
the playful inclusion of programs such as Roy and HG’s “The Dream”. 

The AOC is also grateful to Andy for his incredible commitment to the Olympic movement which has 
manifested itself in the production of high quality videos, making the networks talented presenters 
available for Olympic functions and working in genuine partnership over many years to problem solve 
and make difficult tasks possible. 

With his decision to retire as Head of Olympics and General Manager of Channel Seven Adelaide in 
2023, Andy leaves behind an enduring legacy for the Olympic movement in Australia. 

*** 

Steve Hooker OAM OLY

Steve Hooker is a three time Olympian and Australia’s most successful pole vaulter, winning Gold at the 
Beijing Games in 2008 when he cleared 5.96m. 

With a personal best of 6.06 metres, Steve remains fourth in the pantheon of the world’s greatest 
vaulters of all time. 

First representing Australia at the 2004 Athens Games, Steve became the first Australian to win a track 
and field event since Ralph Doubell won the 800m in Mexico 1968, when he took Gold in Beijing 2008. 

He reached the Final in London 2012 and retired from the sport in 2014. 

Steve has remained passionate about the potential for athletes in both their sporting careers and their 
lives beyond sport. 

In 2012 he became a member of the AOC’s Athletes’ Commission and in 2016 succeeded Kim Brennan 
as the Chair of the Commission. He made listening to athletes and understanding their needs the core of 
his time in the Chair. This became particularly pertinent during the difficulties surrounding the 
postponement of the Tokyo Olympics in 2020. 

Steve was highly attuned to the growth of the athlete voice in a complex world, personally devising a 
comprehensive survey of Olympians to understand their position on the difficult issue of self-expression 
at Games. The survey and its findings allowed the AOC to navigate this subject with valuable insights 
into the thoughts of Australia’s Olympians and athlete cohort. 

Steve passionately developed and drove the concept of the Australian Olympians’ Oath – a set of words 
designed to reflect the culture, values and unique place Olympians hold in Australian society. 

Having established a close liaison with the AOC’s Indigenous Advisory Committee, Steve ensured the 
inclusion of an acknowledgement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander contributions to the Olympic 
movement in the final wording, following a wide consultation process with Olympic alumni. 

The Oath was recited for the first time by Olympians during the on-line announcement of the Tokyo 2020 
Flagbearers in July 2021. Steve ‘s outstanding tenure on the Athletes’ Commission concluded in July 
2021, having served an additional and unsolicited 12 months due to the pandemic and the postponement 
of the Games. 

Steve Hooker is an Olympic champion in every respect of the word and has made an immeasurable 
contribution to the Olympic movement both during his time as an athlete and in retirement, as he sought 
to ensure the athlete voice was heard and understood at all times. 


